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Ballyhaunis 
Community School
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo

     Intel ligence plus character that is the goal of true education”

PROSPECTUS
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I would like to welcome you to Ballyhaunis 
Community School’s prospectus, which I hope will 

give you a flavour of our school and the various 
programmes and courses we offer. Whether you are 
a parent of a child who is about to embark on the 
great journey of second level education or an adult 
interested in our further education programme I 
hope you find something of interest to you and that 
is suitable to your needs.

Ballyhaunis Community School is a co-educational 
and multi-denominational school that provides an 
appropriate education for all students regardless of 
race, creed or ability. The school offers Junior and 
Leaving Certificate programmes, Transition Year 
(TYP), Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme 
(LCVP), Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA), Special 
Needs Support and Further Education (PLC) 

programmes.

Ballyhaunis Community School’s core mission is the 
provision of a quality-learning environment for all 
members of the school community. This is achieved 
by providing a wide range of opportunities for 
learning both inside and outside the classroom.

Ballyhaunis Community School has served the 
community for over 30 years with many of it’s past 
pupils achieving both national and international 
success. I invite you to browse through the website  
www.ballyhauniscs.ie and if you find what you think 
suits your needs contact us and we will be happy to 
talk to you.

David McDonagh
Principal

Word from the Principal  

We are a progressive 
school with a committed 
and dedicated staff

Our Mission Statement 
‘We in Ballyhaunis Community School are committed to fostering the holistic development of each 
individual. We aim to promote equality for all and respect for one another and our environment and 
to give each person the opportunity to reach his/her full potential. 
While valuing our traditions we encourage innovative curricula to achieve these aims in a safe, caring 
and ordered manner in a partnership within the school, with parents and the wider community’.

Majel la Morrison
Deputy Principal

David McDonagh 
Principal 
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• “The school is well managed, with effective  
 leadership of staff & students.”
• “Students’ needs are prioritised in all aspects  
 of educational provision and the school offers  
 a very broad and balanced curriculum.”
• “The parent body views the school positively.”
• “A key strength of the school is its committed  
 and hardworking staff, who demonstrate high  
 levels of collegiality and goodwill.”

• “The school operates an open, inclusive  
 admissions policy and embraces the diversity  
 of the religious backgrounds and cultures of all  
 its students.”
• “The school attaches high priority to the  
 pastoral care of its students and its whole- 
 school commitment to this aspect of students’  
 development is praiseworthy.”

HISTORY OF OUR SCHOOL
Ballyhaunis Community School was founded in 1977 
when the Mercy Convent, Vocational School and St 
Patrick’s College amalgamated. The Mercy Convent 
Secondary School opened in 1954 and was located 
in the grounds of the old St Joseph’s Primary School, 
Bridge St, Ballyhaunis. The Vocational School was 
located where Manor Brook Housing Estate now 

stands, and was built in 1941. St Patrick’s College 
was on the site of our new extension and was 
opened in 1941. The present Community School 
caters for all the second level needs of the students 
in the catchment area and offers a wide curriculum 
reflecting the traditions of the previous schools. 

OUR REFURBISHMENT AND EXTENSION
We are currently in the process of an extensive refurbishment of the school building alongside the building 
of a substantial extension to the school. The €7 million project is due to be completed by Sept. 2018

Artist impression of the new school refurbishment

FOCUS ON OUR SCHOOL – DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION INSPECTION REPORTS

 ‘A living and learning community’
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Core Subjects  - for examination

  ‘Academic excel lence through innovation’

CURRICULUM
Ballyhaunis Community School offers Junior and Leaving Certificate programmes, Transition Year (TYP), 
Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (LCVP), Leaving Certificate Applied (LCA) and Further Education 
(PLC) programmes.

NEW JUNIOR CYCLE
The Department of Education and Skills has introduced a new framework for junior cycle on a phased 
basis. The rationale underpinning the new Junior Cycle is to enable learners to achieve their full potential 
and contribute to Ireland’s economic, social and cultural development in the future. As a progressive 
school we are working on updating our curriculum and developing the programme we offer at junior 
cycle. Students in first year will take a wide range of subjects, which will include languages, social sciences, 
art and cultural subjects, applied sciences, physical education and religion.

At the end of first year students will choose three subjects from the following to study alongside the Core 
subjects for their Junior Cert Award: French, Home Economics, Technical Graphics, Business Studies, Art, 
Materials Technology – Wood, Materials Technology – Metalwork

All Students study the following non-exam subjects:
S.P.H.E 
P.E. 

Irish 

English 

Maths 

Geography 

History

Religion

Science 

C.S.P.E 
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1. Managing Myself 
• Knowing myself 
• Making considered decisions 
• Setting and achieving personal goals 
• Being able to reflect on my 
   own learning 
• Using digital technology to manage 
   myself and my learning

2. Working with others 
• Developing good relationships and 
   dealing with conflict 
• Co-operating 
• Respecting difference 
• Contributing to making the world a 
   better place 
• Learning with others 
• Working with others through 
   digital technology

3. Staying Well
• Being healthy, physical and active 
• Being social 
• Being safe 
• Being spiritual 
• Being confident 
• Being positive about learning

KEYS SKILLS OF NEW JUNIOR CYCLE

4. Communicating 
• Listening and expressing myself 
• Using language 
• Using numbers and data 
• Performing and presenting 
• Discussing and debating 
• Using digital technology to 
   communicate

5. Managing 
information and 
thinking
• Being curious 
• Gathering, recording, organising,  
   and evaluating information and data 
• Thinking creatively and critically 
• Reflecting on and evaluating 
   my learning 
• Using digital technology to 
  access, manage and share content

6. Being creative 
• Imagining 
• Exploring options and alternatives
• Implementing ideas and taking 
   action
• Learning creatively
• Stimulating creativity using digital 
   technology
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TRANSITION YEAR PROGRAMME 

The Transition Year programme is a unique one 
year programme that promotes the personal, 
social, educational and vocational development 
of students. We hope to enable students to take a 
greater responsibility for their own learning and 
decision making. TY enables students to make 
the transition from the more dependent type of 
learning associated with Junior Cycle to the more 
independent learning environment associated 

with Senior Cycle and equips them with the skills 
necessary to achieve their full potential in the 
Leaving Cert exam. Through work experience 
students are prepared for the world of work and 
develop their role as autonomous participative 
and responsible members of society. The school 
recognises that assessment is an integral part of 
teaching and learning process – assessment and 
certification within Transition Year is school-based.

In addition to traditional subjects Transition Year students participate 
in a wide range of interesting modules including: 

ICT / Coding

Mini Company 

Enterprise Education 

Art 

GAA Coaching Course 

Community Care 

Peer 4 Peer 

Gaisce  / JP2 Awards 

Life Skills 

Development Education

Architecture

Mental Health Awareness 

Debating

Outdoor Pursuits 
Drumming 
Workshop

Theatre trips 
Work Experience 

C ookery Workshops
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A student can proceed to further education through the vast majority of Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) 
courses which are available in Second Level Schools and Colleges. These courses lead to a National 
Certificate Level 2, awarded by FETAC.

LEAVING CERTIFICATE 

This is a programme designed to give a strong 
vocational dimension to Leaving Cert. The 
programme combines the traditional Leaving 
Cert with Link Modules that focus on self-directed 
learning, enterprise, work and community.

Certification
LCVP students receive the same certificate as other 

Leaving Certificate students but their certificate 
includes an additional statement of results of the 
Link Modules. Students are graded with either a 
Distinction, Merit or Pass.

The Link Modules are recognised for points purposes 
by the Institutes of Technology and the Universities. 

LEAVING CERT VOCATIONAL PROGRAMME  

LEAVING CERT APPLIED PROGRAMME 
The Leaving Cert Applied is a distinct, self contained two year programme aimed at preparing students 
for adult and working life. It is intended to meet the needs of students who are not adequately catered for 
by the other Leaving Certificate Programmes.

2. 
General 

Education
Giving students general 

life skills.

Courses offered are in three main areas

1. 
Vocational 

Preparation
Focusing on preparation 

for work and work 
experience.

3. 
Social Education

Students who successfully 
complete the programme will 

receive a Leaving Certificate which 
will be awarded at three levels – 

Pass, Merit and Distinction. 

Core Curriculum

Irish

English 

Mathematics

Religious Education

Career Guidance

P.E.  

I.T.

Students pick four subjects from the following list:
Art, Accounting, Agricultural Science, Biology, Business, Construction Studies, Engineering, French, 
Geography, History, Music, Social + Scientific, Physics/Chemistry, and Design + Communication 
Graphics. Students undertaking the LCVP also study the Link Modules

In addition a choice will be available 
from the extensive range of optional 
subjects currently offered to students.
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STUDENT SUPPORT
First Years are assigned a Year Head. The role of 
the Year Head is to oversee the welfare of the year 
group so that learning at every level of the person is 
supported. The Year Head monitors the academic 
progress and the pastoral and behavioural needs 
of the students in his/her care. 

Each first year class is assigned a Tutor. The class 
Tutor undertakes the role of caring for each class 
group in order to promote learning at every level. 
The class Tutor has a timetabled class with their 
group each week. 

In addition each first year student is assigned a 
Senior Mentor who helps him or her integrate into 
the life of the school. 

The care team within the school is another element 
of support to all students. 

We encourage students if they are experiencing 
problems or difficulties or just simply want to have 
a chat and need someone to listen, to make an 
appointment to meet with the Chaplain/Guidance 
Counsellor. 

 “Creating a Caring C ommunity”

LEARNING SUPPORT & SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

BOOK RENTAL SCHEME
The school operates a Book Rental Scheme whereby 
textbooks are loaned on a yearly basis for a rental 
fee. There is significant savings and less financial 
outlay for parents at the start of 1st year.

One of the key areas in the school, the Special 
Educational Needs department caters for students 
who, for one reason or another, are finding it difficult 
to cope with some areas of the curriculum. For these 
students we provide the services of trained Learning 
Support / Resource teachers. These teachers will 
assess the particular needs of the students assigned 
to them and, in keeping with current legislation, 
accordingly devise a plan of work best suited to the 
learning needs of the students involved. 

Students with additional educational needs are 
taught in smaller groups, by a team of teachers, 
using materials appropriate to their needs. Some 
students may qualify for the services of an SNA. 
The provision of the services of an SNA is at the 
discretion of the NCSE. The school has the limited 
service of a NEPS psychologist, which enables us to 
have a small number of psychological assessments 
carried out annually.

EVENING STUDY
Evening Study is open to all students though 
priority is given to 3rd and 6th year students. 
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EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Students are encouraged to participate in a varied range of extra curricular activities and so develop skills 
and competencies in many areas. 

The school offers a wide range of extra curricular activities including 

“It’s about fulf il ling your potential, it’s about the beginning of new friendships”.

• School Tours

• School / Class retreats and liturgies

• Field Trips 

• Competitions involving Debates, quizzes etc.

• Various school sports teams 

• Students Council 

• School Musical 

• Senior Mentor Programme

• Folk Choir

SPORTING ACTIVITIES 
Ballyhaunis CS has a long and distinguished record in sport. 
We try to cater for all our students. 

Sports available in the school include: 
Athletics, Badminton, Basketball, Camogie, Equestrian, Gaelic 
Football, Golf, Hurling, Snooker, Soccer, Swimming, Table 
Tennis.

• JP2 Awards 

• Talent Competitions 

• Multicultural Awareness

• Ongoing recycling Campaign 

• Visiting speakers

• School Gym 

• Fundraising and Charitable work

• Table Tennis and Snooker Club

• Outdoor Pursuits trips 
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C omments From 
1st Years

Coming into BCS was a massive 
change from sixth class. It is a 

very challenging experience but 
the services BCS provide made 

it very easy such as our Mentors 
and the Bonding Day and being 
able to talk to all the teachers. I 

would encourage all sixth class to come.

I felt anxious coming 

into the school but 

now that I have settled 

in I feel very happy. 

I would definitely 

recommend other 

pupils to come to BCS.

The Mentors are great for helping you around the school. All of the students are welcoming and the teachers helped us to settle into first year. There are so many extra curricular activities and lots of practical subjects to try out. 

BCS seems big and scary but I have 
made loads of new friends and after 
a few weeks it feels like home. I was 

expecting to be bombarded with work 
and homework, but it’s not too bad – it’s just the right amount. 

When I was in sixth class I felt 

scared because I thought I 

wouldn’t make any new friends. 

Within the first month I had lots 

of new friends. I have joined 

the U-14 girls Gaelic and I 

have made lots of friends from 

1st and 2nd year. 

The teachers are very friendly and 
supportive, also I like that at the 

end of the year you can choose the 
subjects that you experienced as it 
decreases stress and pressure for 

students. 

I love BCS, I have made lovely 
new friends. I love how we get 
to try out all the subjects. The 

teachers are really nice and make 
class interesting and fun. I feel 
that I have rapidly progressed 

since primary school. 

It took me a few days to 
settle but I made new friends 
quickly. I was a bit nervous 
for a few days and felt like I 
didn’t know anyone but I like 
it now and I am in the choir. 

The first time I walked into the 
school I was so nervous and 
scared, the following week I 

was happy and not so nervous. 
I had met so many new friends 
and all the staff are really nice. 

There is nothing to be afraid 

of because all the teachers 

and staff are friendly and 

helpful. You can play lots of 

sports. I am really enjoying 

my first year in BCS.

I really have enjoyed 
my first term in BCS. My 
year head and mentor 

have been a great help. 
There are a lot of extra 

curricular activities to get 
involved in and I have a 

lot of new friends. 

Coming into BCS was a big 
change and so far I’ve really 

enjoyed it. Our mentor, teachers 
and Principal are really nice and 
welcomed us into the school. I 
have made lots of friends and 

there are lots of activities to enjoy. 
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Parents’ Association 
Ballyhaunis Community School Parents’ Association 
is a valued part of our school community. A 
committee is elected every three years to represent 
the general body of parents. Membership of 
the Parents’ Association is open to the parents/
guardians of all students attending the school. 
The Parents’ Association meets regularly and are 
involved in a number of activities:

•  Representing the views of parents 
•  Fostering and maintaining a spirit of co-  
 operation between parents, staff and school  
 management. 
•  Providing a forum to discuss parents’ views  
 and exchange ideas and concerns with school  
 management.
•  Improving and developing facilities in the  
 school through fundraising endeavours. 

“Education is not the learning of facts but the training of the mind to think”
Student Council 
The Student Council is a representative body of 
students elected by all of the students. The Student 
Council works closely with a member of staff, 
giving students an active voice and a platform 
through which they can become involved in school 
life. The Student Council meets regularly and is 
involved in the following activities: 
• Representing the views of the student body. 
• Engaging with school management to keep  

 them informed of the viewpoints and issues  
 that are important to students. 
• Organising cultural activities and charity   
 fundraising activities within the school. 
• Making a positive and valued contribution to  
 school life.
• Setting a good example of positive leadership  
 and encouraging other students to get involved 
 in school activities.
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Ballyhaunis Community School
Ballyhaunis, Co. Mayo T: 094 9630235

Email: principal@ballyhauniscs.ie
www.ballyhauniscs.ie

Pastoral care, the wide curriculum, and the range of 
extra-curricular and co-curricular activities organised 
for students are particular strengths of the school ”
            DES Inspection Report – WSE MML 2015


