
HOW TO 

BECOME AN 

ARCHITECT



What is Architecture?

Architecture is the art and 

science of designing 

buildings and other 

structures.

Architects combine 

creativity, technical 

knowledge, and design to 

shape the environment.



Why Become an Architect?

Creative career with practical impacts. Diverse opportunities (residential, 

commercial, urban planning, etc.).



Educational Requirements

Leaving Certificate: Key 

subjects to focus on (e.g., 

Mathematics, Physics, 

Art).

Bachelor's 

Degree: Bachelor of 

Architecture (BArch) or 

related field.

Master's Degree: Master 

of Architecture (MArch) 

for advanced 

opportunities



Degrees in Architecture

– Universi ty College Dubl in (UCD)

– Universi ty o f L imerick (UL)

– Technolog ical Univers ity Dublin (TU Dublin)

– Cork Insti tute of Technology (CIT)

• Course Focus: Design, architectura l theory, construction 

technologies,  sustainable  archi tecture .

• Portfol io: Many programmes require a  portfo lio 

showcasing your art istic and design work.



Career Opportunities

• Types of Architecture Careers:

• Residential  Archi tecture

• Commercial and Industr ial  Des ign

• Urban Planning and Ci ty Des ign

• Sustainable  Archi tectu re  and Green 

Bu ilding Design

• Work Sett ings:

• Archi tectu ral  f irms

• Government planning departments

• Free lance  or independent practice



Tips for 

Leaving 

Certificate 

Students

• Start Building a Portfol io:

• Deve lop your artistic sk il ls  and work on  your 

portfo lio during secondary school  to enhance your 

univers ity application.

• Research Universities:

• Check the  ent ry requi rements, course offer ings,  

and specia li sa tions for each univers ity.

• Engage with the Architectural  Community:

• Attend arch itecture events or shadow an architect 

to get a better understanding of  the  profession .



Further information

www.careersportal. ie

www.qualifax. ie

www.careersnews.ie

www.riar.ie

http://www.careersportal.ie
http://www.qualifax.ie
http://www.careersnews.ie
http://www.riar.ie
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