
How to become a 
Financial Advisor 
Career of the week



What is a financial 
advisor?

• A financial advisor is a professional who 
provides guidance on managing 
personal finances, including 
investments, retirement planning, 
estate planning, and tax strategies. 

• Financial advisors assess a client's 
financial situation, develop customised 
financial plans, make recommendations 
on investments, and provide ongoing 
support to achieve financial goals.



Skills Required

• Analytical skills 

o Financial advisors must analyse data, assess 
market trends, and evaluate investment 
options to provide sound advice. 

• Communication and interpersonal skills 

o Effective communication is crucial for 
understanding client needs and explaining 
financial concepts in an accessible manner.

• Problem-solving and critical thinking 

o Advisors must be able to identify problems, 
evaluate potential solutions, and make 
decisions that benefit their clients’ financial 
situations.



Educational 
requirements

• Leaving certificate 
Subjects: Focus on 
subjects like Mathematics, 
Business, and Accounting.



Undergraduate 
Degree

• Bachelor of Commerce (BComm) 3 Years

Institution: University of Galway

• Bachelor of Business Studies (BBS) 3-4 years

Institution: Atlantic Technological University 
(ATU) - Galway-Mayo Campus

• Bachelor of Science (Honours) in Economics 
& Finance 3-4 years

Institution: TU DublinCourse: Pursue a Bachelor's 

degree in Finance, Economics, 

Business, or a related field.
Duration: 3-4 years.



To conclude

Becoming a financial advisor involves education, gaining experience, 
obtaining licenses, and developing a professional network. 

Taking proactive steps and remaining dedicated to continuous learning and 
professional growth are key to success in this field.

Explore internships, seek mentorship, and stay updated with finance trends 
to build a solid foundation for a rewarding career as a financial advisor.


