
Arts degree

A  C O U R S E  T O  C O N S I D E R



What is an Arts Degree?

What is an Arts Degree?

An arts degree typically includes subjects 
within the humanities, such as literature, 

history, philosophy, languages, and cultural 
studies.

It focuses on developing a broad range of 
skills, including critical thinking, 
communication, and creativity.

Relevance in Today's World

In an increasingly complex and 
interconnected world, the ability to think 
critically and communicate effectively is 

more important than ever.

Arts graduates are equipped with the skills to 
navigate and contribute to diverse fields and 

industries.



Broad skill development

• Critical thinking

• Communication skills

• Analytical abilities

• Example: How studying literature enhances 

analytical skills.



C R E A T I V E  T H I N K I N G

• Encourages innovation

• Problem-solving from different perspectives

• Example: How philosophy fosters creative 

problem-solving.

C U L T U R A L  A W A R E N E S S

• Exposure to diverse cultures and histories

• Fostering empathy and global awareness

• Example: Studying history to understand global 

contexts



C A R E E R  F L E X I B I L I T Y

• Versatile career options (education, media, PR, 

marketing)

• Adaptability in a changing job market

• Example: Transitioning from an arts degree to a 

marketing career.

P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H

• Exploration of passions and interests

• Personal development and self-discovery

• Example: How engaging with the arts can be 

fulfilling.



Preparation for 
further study 

• Strong foundation for postgraduate 

studies

• Opportunities in law, business, social 

sciences

• Example: Pursuing a law degree after 

an arts undergraduate.



GY101 Bachelor of Arts in University of Galway
Leaving Certificate Requirements

Minimum Grade 
H5 in two 
subjects.

Passes in four 
other subjects at 
O6/H7, including:

Irish English
Another 
language



Choosing the subjects 
• First Year

• Select Three Subjects: Choose from seven categories, 

one subject per category.

• Second and Final Year

• Continue with Two Subjects: Narrow down to two 

subjects for degree completion.

• Degree Combinations: 154 possible combinations to 

tailor your studies.

Group Subjects

Group 1 Archaeology, French, Mathematics

Group 2
Law, Psychology, Celtic Civilisation, International 
Development, Performance and Screen Studies

Group 3
Ancient Classics, Geography, German, Léann na 
Cumarsáide, Modern Irish Culture Studies (Litera
ture & Music), Global Media

Group 4 English, Economics

Group 5
Sociological and Political Studies, Information Te
chnology, Léann an Aistriúchán

Group 6 History, Spanish

Group 7 Gaeilge, Italian, Philosophy



LM002 Bachelor of Arts in University of Limerick

Leaving Certificate Requirements

Minimum Grade 

H5 in two subjects.

Passes in four 

other subjects at 

O6/H7, including

English

Another language 

(H4 for language 

options)

Mathematics 

(F6/O6/H7



Choosing the subjects

• First Year

• Choose Four Subjects: Select from sixteen options, one 

per group.

• Second Year Onwards

• Continue with Two Subjects: Narrow down to two 

subjects for the rest of the degree.

• Competitive Selection: Some subjects, like Psychology, 

have limited places based on first-year performance.

Group Subjects

Group 1 Psychology, German, Geography

Group 2
English, Digital Culture and Commu
nications

Group 3 Gaeilge, Economics

Group 4
French, Linguistics with TESOL, Ma
thematics

Group 5
Sociology, Politics and Internationa
l Relations

Group 6
Public Administration and Leaders
hip, Spanish

Group 7 History, Music and Dance



Where can I 
find more 
information?

• Open days and career fairs

• University websites

• Careersportal.ie 

• Qualifax.ie 

• Your guidance counsellors 


